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What is claimed is: 
CLAIMS 

1\ A patient transfer system, comprising: 

a chair having side portions, a support seat with a top surface, and a back support 
5 disposed adjacent to a rear portion of the support seat; and 

a transfer bridge removably secured to the chair, the transfer bridge having a support 
surface that is adapted to be positioned at a level substantially the same as the top surface of the 
support seat and being effective to support the weight of a patient during transfer of the patient 
between the chair and an adjacent patient care apparatus. 

10 

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the transfer bridge is removably secured to one of the 
side portions of the chair. 

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the chair includes a support base disposed below the 
15 support seat 

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the transfer bridge is removably secured to the support 
base. 

20 5. The system of claim 1, wherein the transfer bridge includes a bridge support. 

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the transfer bridge is removably secured to the chair. 

7. The system of claim 6, wherein a patient supporting member is positioned on the transfer 
25 bridge and the top surface of the patient supporting member is the support surface. 

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the support surface has an end adjacent to the chair that is 
shorter than an opposed end, so that the support surface is larger toward the end opposite the 
chair. 
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9. The system of claim 1, wherein the support surface has an end adjacent to the chair that is 
shorter than an opposed end, so that the support surface is larger toward the end opposite the 
chair. 

5 

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the top surface of the support seat varies in height. 

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the level of the top surface of the support seat 
immediately adjacent to the support surface is the level is used to determine the level of the 

10 support surface. 

12. The system of claim 1, wherein the chair includes a canopy having a vertical support. 

13. The system of claim 12, wherein the canopy further includes a horizontally oriented 
15 canopy support. 

14. The system of claim 1, wherein the system includes a bed, and the transfer bridge is 
positioned adjacent to the bed. 

20 15. A patient transfer system, comprising: 

a chair having a support base with opposed side portions, a support seat with a top 
surface positioned above the support base, and a back support; and 

a transfer bridge removably secured to the chair, the transfer bridge having a support 
surface that is positioned at a level substantially the same as the top surface of the support seat 
25 and being adapted to support the weight of a patient during transfer of the patient between the 
chair and an adjacent patient care apparatus. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the transfer bridge is removable secured a side portion 
of the support base. 

30 
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17. The system of claim 15, wherein the support base includes a lower portion and an upper 
portion that are adjustably coupled to each other to facilitate vertical adjustment of the support 
seat. 

5 18. The system of claim 17, wherein the chair further includes a control circuit electrically 
coupled to the chair and effective to provide powered control of the adjustable coupling between 
the lower portion and upper portion of the support base. 

19. The system of claim 15, wherein the support base further includes an access panel formed 
10 in a portion of the support base and being effective to provide access to an internal cavity of the 

support base. 

20. The system of claim 15, wherein the chair includes a selectively removable panel formed 
in the support seat above an internal cavity for providing access to a toilet disposed in the 

15 internal cavity. 

21. The system of claim 15, wherein the support base further includes at least one wheel that 
is adapted to have selective contact with the floor, such that the wheels contact the floor when 
the chair is in an inoperative mode and are removed from the floor when the chair is in an 

20 operative mode. 

22. The system of claim 15, wherein the top surface of the transfer bridge is a cushioned 
patient-supporting surface. 

25 23. The system of claim 15, wherein the chair further includes at least one armrest being 
pivotally attached to opposed side portion of the back support, the at least one armrest being 
movable between a horizontal position and a vertical position. 

24. The system of claim 15, wherein the transfer bridge further includes a storage shelf 
30 disposed below the patient-contacting surface of the transfer bridge. 
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25. The system of claim 15, wherein the chair includes a canopy having a vertical support. 

26. The system of claim 25, wherein the canopy further includes a horizontally oriented 
canopy support. 

5 

27. The system of claim 15, wherein the support surface of the transfer bridge has an end 
adjacent to the chair that is shorter than an opposite end, so that the support surface is larger 
toward the end opposite the chair. 

10 28. The system of claim 15, wherein the system includes a bed, and the transfer bridge is 
positioned adjacent to the bed. 
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